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“History well-learned should produce humane, tolerant citizens unafraid to act, yet careful of the impact of their conduct on others and the world around them”

· Chair, Department of History, Groton School

The Course:  Ancient History


This course is a study of the social, cultural, intellectual, political, and diplomatic history of the late medieval period through the end of the Reformation and the formation of modern Europe in 1648.  The course will be challenging; however, all students are capable of successfully completing the course if they are ready to work at the necessary level.  There will be a great deal of in-class discussions over outside material as well as individual research and lecture, which means that students must do their assigned readings/research and stay knowledgeable of their notes in order to facilitate a more complete dialogue.  The course will also consist of projects/presentations as well as a fair amount of writing (both assigned and in-class).  The primary objective is for students to gain a strong understanding of the cause and effect relationship that exist in history.  Students are also expected to gain an understanding of the factual aspects of history
Classroom Rules


Each student is expected to follow the rules and regulations set forth in the Student Conduct Handbook.  I believe that students deserve a classroom environment helpful to learning; therefore, discourteous acts such as eating, sleeping, talking while others have the floor, or using insulting language will not be acceptable in class.  If a student fails to abide by such rules then he or she will be dealt with appropriately as outlined in the Student Conduct Handbook.  Tardies will be dealt with in the same manner as minor infractions.

Textbook 


*There is no textbook for the class.   Class content will come from the use of collegiate style lectures as well as primary/secondary sources and media.
The following survey texts are used to form the outline of the lectures:

Huizinga, Johann.  The Waning of the Middle Ages.  Dover ed. Mineola, New York:

Dover Publications, Inc., 1999.

Lindberg, Carter.  The European Reformations.  Oxford, England:  Blackwell

Publishing, 1996.

Nauert, Jr., Charles G.  The Age of the Renaissance and Reformation.  New York:  
University Press of America, 1977.

Plumb, J.H.  American Heritage Series:  The Italian Renaissance.  1987 ed.  Boston:  
Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1961.

Required Readings
1st Quarter Reading:

The Prince, Niccolo Machiavelli

2nd Quarter Reading:
Utopia, Thomas More

3-4th Quarter Readings:
Primary Handouts of length (from instructor)

Computer and Electronic Tablets


* No cell phones will be allowed for research use in class


Students will be allowed to use their own personal laptop or electronic tablet in class when instructed to do so.  They are to abide by the rules governing computer and internet use as set forth in the Student Code of Conduct.  Failure to do so will result in loss of such privilege as well as possible disciplinary action.  CMCSS is not responsible for lost or damaged laptops or electronic tablets.
Grading Policies


All grades are figured on total points.  Usually there will be between 10-12 grades taken during a quarter term with student grades consisting of about 70% exams and quizzes and 30% assigned work.  Other grading policies are as follows:


1)  Late work will be penalized 50% of grade and will only be accepted for 

                    one day unless the instructor directs otherwise.

2)  All work that is turned in should be neat and contain proper spelling 

      and construction.

3)  Work should be done in pencil or black/blue ink. Please do not use 

       red, purple, green, etc.. unless notified by instructor.       
4) Cheating will result in a “0”.  Remember that plagiarizing is cheating.

5) Grading scale will be the same as used throughout the school.

Grade Distribution


Grades will be figured using total points.  Though the following percentages are not exact classroom grades will break down as such:


Classwork and Homework

30%


Exam and Quizzes


70%


Semester Grade


20% of semester grade



Supplies


The following supplies are needed for the class.  If a student is unable to get any of the supplies listed below due to economic difficulties, then see the instructor privately.

1) Binder with Notebook
2) A good supply of paper and pens/pencils

3) Colored pencils

4) Jump Drive and Internet Access
** If for some reason anything else is needed students will be notified

